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Kay Rosen
The Ed Series

1992



Kenneth Goldsmith
Day
199



Predecessors



Cy Twombly
Note II

2005–2007



Joseph Kosuth
One and Three Chairs (English Installation)

1965



Lawrence Weiner
10 LBS. MERCURY TOSSED FROM FINLAND TO SWEDEN

1970



Sol LeWitt
Wall Drawing 811

1996



Language Theories



Ken Aptekar
A Reason to Wake Up

2005



Elaine Reichek
Sampler (Accumulated Associations) from series At Home & in the World

1999



Reasons for using language

1. Dematerialisation of artwork, language is 
abstraction

2. Recording temporary events

3. Cognitive content & subverting language

4. Language takes time



Barbara Kruger
Untitled (It's a small world but not if you have to clean it)

1990



Duane Michals
There Are Things Here Not Seen in This Photograph

1997



Duane Michals
Now That I Am Old

2005



David Wojnarowicz
Untitled (One day this kid...)

1990



Language makes meaning

1. Words as signs
2. Words as metaphors
3. Words creating narratives
4. Words decoding language itself
5. Words as titles and captions
6. Words as forms
7. Words as sociopolitical commentary
8. Words in dialogue or text



Lawrence Weiner
TAKEN FROM THE WIND & BOLTED TO THE GROUND

2009



Rimma Gerlovina & Valeriy Gerlovin
Be-lie-ve (left), 1990

Romulus & Remus (right), 1989



Gillian Wearing
Signs That Say What You Want Them to Say and 

Not What Someone Else Wants You To Say
1992–1993



Language & Form



Von Phaophanit
Azure Neon Body

1994



Robert Indiana
LOVE
1973



Ghada Amer
Love Grave

2003



Xu Bing
Tobacco Project 烟草计划系列

2000



On Kawara
I Met (12 volumes)

2004



Political Language & Art



ACT UP (AIDS Coalition To Unleash Power)
AIDS Is Killing Artists, Homophobia Is Killing Art (left), 1990, sticker

Silence = Death (right), 1987, neon sign



General Idea
AIDS Sculpture

1989



Dread Scott
On the Correct Handeling of Contradictions: Women's Room / Men's Room

1990



Dread Scott
What Is the Proper Way to Display the US Flag?

1988



Carey Young
Declared Void

2005



Translation



Xu Bing
A Book from the Sky

1987–1992



Xu Bing
A Book from the Sky

1987–1992



New Technology



Mark Hansen & Ben Rubin
Listening Post

2002





"The critical reception of all the arts is weighted 
toward their analysis in words." 

(p. 192)



"[...] 
appending language to art slows down the 
viewing experience; the viewer becomes 

involved, often with an increased level of self-
consciousness, as a collaborator in the 

production of meaning 
[...]"
(p. 201)



"Formats that deliver only one form of verbal or 
visual communication seem destined to 

become increasingly outmoded in the future." 
(p. 222)


